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DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

"THE LIVING & CHOSEN STONE” 

1 PETER 2:4
 SEPTEMBER 17 –23, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY –This week we start the first of a few messages that deal with The Lord Jesus Christ and His relationship to His followers.  We will see in the weeks to come that both Christ and those who are His as Christians are both referred to as living “stones”.  There are many other things we will learn along the way as well.  Start off the week by reading this entire portion to help you in your understanding.  Read 1 Peter 2:4-10. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to teach you this week and help you to see Jesus Christ for who He is in all His glory.
MONDAY –We find first in verse 4 the phrase “Coming to Him…”  This is a great place to start a thought; coming to Christ Jesus.  These three words in the Greek language express the thought of coming and drawing near to the object mentioned; in this case Jesus Christ.  The Bible uses this language of coming to Christ often and it is mostly used in speaking of coming to Him for Salvation.  Read these verses dealing with “coming” to Jesus.  Matthew 11:28, John 6:35, 37, 44, 65, John 7:37. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask The Holy Spirit to search your heart and see if you have truly come to Christ.  Ask Him to help you draw near to Him and remain near Him always. 
TUESDAY –Peter now begins to explain the “Him” of the first phrase.  He first says we are to come to Christ who is “a living stone.”  Christ is much more than “a” living stone; He is “The Stone” if you will.  Peter elaborates on this further in verses 6-8.  There He is called the “corner” or “foundation” stone.  The point we want to stress today      

is the fact that Christ is “living”.  The word for “living” in the original Greek is the word zao.  It’s definitions include: to live, breathe, be among the living (not lifeless, not dead), to have true life.  As an adjective: active, powerful, efficacious.  We know Christ has risen from the dead and He is also in every sense of the word—alive.  Read Romans 6:9, John 5:20-21, Colossians 2:13, 1 Corinthians 15:45.  
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Praise Jesus that He is the living stone.  That He conquered death and that He has power to bring us life now & forevermore.   
WEDNESDAY –After such amazing things we have looked at the past few days, today’s topic is almost hard to believe.  The topic concerns the next phrase of our verse, “rejected indeed by men…”  We find out that the Lord Jesus Christ, The living stone, was and is rejected by men.  The word “indeed” means: truly, certainly, surely, indeed.  We see that man’s rejection of Christ is not a passive “take it or leave it” attitude but an active, sure rejection.  Peter elaborates on this rejection later in following verses.  The word used for “rejected” also infers that the subject rejected was not approved of or was disallowed after being seen or examined. Read these verses speaking of the rejection of Christ.  Isaiah 53:3, John 1:10-11, Acts 4:11-12. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord Jesus that although we rejected Him by His great mercy and grace He chose to save us as His children.  

THURSDAY –Yesterday we looked at the Lord Jesus Christ being rejected as the Messiah and the cornerstone.  The Scripture prophesied that He would be thus rejected.  But even though mans sin rages God’s plan is still supreme and the next phrase of this verse shows us that it is ultimately God alone who controls all things, even the wrath of man. (Psalm 76:10, 118:22).  Peter tells us that this rejected living, stone was “Chosen by God”.  Those words are so full and powerful and glorious to all who are “in” Christ Jesus.  Jesus was “chosen” by God.  This speaks to Christ being the One planned from eternity past to be God’s elect Son who would pay the penalty for Sin and be the Cornerstone of the “spiritual house” (Verse 5).  Read the following verses which tell of God’s choice and ordination of Christ.  Isaiah 42:1, Jeremiah 23:5-6, Matthew 3:17, Acts 2:23, Hebrews 3:1-2.            

     What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Give the Holy Trinity Praise for their perfect plan. And thank God the Father for His infinite wisdom and choice, The Son for His obedience and example, and The Spirit for His power and presence. 
FRIDAY –Today we focus on the last word of this weeks verse, “precious”.    “Entimos” in the Greek, which means: held in honor, prized, precious.  It points to the value and position of Christ as being costly, rare and highly prized.  We understand that Christ lived up to this word in that He was perfect and extraordinary.  We can’t truly fathom the “preciousness” of Jesus Christ because for now we are limited with our finite, human minds.  We do realize that our savior is precious but one day we will fully know as God does and has here declared that Christ is indeed, “Entimos”.  Read the following verses speaking of Jesus being an extraordinary, special man.  Mark 1:11, Acts 2:22, Acts 10:38-39.      

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Thank the Lord Jesus for being the precious, perfect man that He was.  Also thank Him that He was perfect and therefore capable of paying for our sin and making peace with God for us.  

SATURDAY –As we wrap up this week I would like us to just focus on the totality of what we have seen in our text.  The living stone is perfect and has been approved by God.  He was seen and examined by the people of His day and He is seen and examined through the Word to people today.  Yet men and women continue to reject the One whom God has declared to be choice and precious.  And remember how we started the week out by looking at what is necessary for all who would be saved to do—come to Him.  May we as true believers take some time to think and meditate on the great love and grace of our great God and savior Jesus Christ.  Read: Psalm 2:12, 118:22, Acts 5:30, 1 Corinthians 16:22.     

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank Jesus Christ for being so gracious as to bring life and faith to you while you were dead in sin.  Ask Him to help you live in a way that would show you value Him as choice and precious.  
